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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-59 FDRE-00 IO-ll SP-02 HEW-02 DHA-02 

SCS-03 DODE-OO CIAE-00 SSO-OO INR-07 INRE-00 /097 W 
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O 150040Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 259 
INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA IMMEDIATE 
PANCANAL IMMEDIATE 
USCINCSO IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 1214 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MILL SREF, GT,PN,SWEL 

SUB J : GUATEMALAN EARTHQUAKE: GOP REQUEST FOR TRANSPORTATION 
REF: (A) PANAMA 1 147 (B) STATE 036640 

1 . WE CONCUR WITH WASHINGTON'S VIEW (STATE 34665) THAT 
USG SHOULD NOT FINANCE THIRD-COUNTRY TRRAN SPORT ATION. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, THERE MAY ON OCCASION BE OVERRIDING 
POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS WHICH REQUIRE AN EXCEPTION 
TO THIS RULE. PANAMA'S REQUEST MAY WELL BE SUCH A CASE 
AND WE UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE THE ARGUMENTS SET FORTH 
BY AMBASSADOR JORDEN IN REFTEL A. MOREOVER, POINT MADE 

IN ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS' CABLE (STATE 036640 
REPEATED INFO USSOUTHCOM). ABOUT SEEKING TO USE SECRETARY'S 
STOPOVER IN GUATEMALA TO PROVIDE FAVORABLE PUBLICITY ON 
SOUTHCOM DISASTER ASSISTANCE TENDS TO REINFORCE AMBASSADOR 
JORDEN’S VIEW. 

2. DECISON IS OBVIOUSLY UP TO DEPARTMENT BUT WE 

AGREE THAT THERE IS JUSTIFICATION FOR MAKING AN EXCEPTION 

IN THE CASE OF PANAMA ON A SPACE AVAILABLE BASIS, AND THAT TI COULD 

BE DEFENDED. 

MF.I.OY 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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